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was what was referred to as an
archousa. It took me a while, Mr.
Speaker, to figure out how to pro-
nounce that word, but she was an
archousa of Gamma Sigma Boule of
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity.

Mr. Speaker, Cassandra Ward leaves
a very, very loving family. In addition
to her parents and her husband, she
leaves three siblings, Johnnie Lloyd,
Jr., Jarvis Lloyd, and one loving sister
that she was extremely close to, Crys-
tal Lloyd Williams, and her sister-in-
law, Felecia Hardy, and her husband,
Dr. James Hardy.

She is also survived by other rel-
atives and friends, and especially her
very special nieces and nephews:
Johnnie Lloyd, III; Alecia Hardy, Jar-
vis Lloyd and Eboni, Jamie Hardy,
Jamecia Hardy, Mary Noel Williams,
and Gabrielle Williams. They all com-
prise the wonderful family of Cas-
sandra Lloyd Ward.

I ask my colleagues today to join
with me in honoring the life and work
of this great American, Cassandra
Lloyd Ward.

————
DON'T ASK DON'T TELL REPEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, today is a very important day
in our fight to achieve full equality for
all Americans in the face of prejudices
of various sorts. To commemorate, I
want to read a very extraordinary doc-
ument. It is headlined, ‘“Don’t Ask
Don’t Tell Repeal.” It’s an official
communication.

“Today marks the end of 'Don’t Ask
Don’t Tell.” The law is repealed. From
this day forward, gay and lesbian sol-
diers may serve in our Army with the
dignity and respect they deserve. Our
rules, regulations, and policies reflect
the repeal guidance issued by the De-
partment of Defense and will apply uni-
formly without regard to sexual ori-
entation, which is a personal and pri-
vate matter.

“For over 236 years, the U.S. Army
has been an extraordinary force for
good in the world. Our soldiers are the
most agile, adaptable, and capable war-
riors in history—and we are ready for
this change.

“Over the last several months, our
leaders, soldiers and Department of the
Army civilians have discussed, trained,
and prepared for this day. The Presi-
dent, the Secretary of Defense, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs have cer-
tified that repeal is consistent with
military readiness, effectiveness, unit
cohesion, and recruiting and retention.
Your professionalism, leadership, and
respect for your fellow soldiers will en-
sure that this effort is successful.

‘At the heart of our success is adher-
ence to the Army values. These stand-
ards not only infuse every facet of our
culture and operations, but also guide
us as we adapt to change. Loyalty,
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duty, respect, selfless service, honor,
integrity, and personal courage are not
mere words to us—they are the very
principles by which we live, train, and
fight.

‘““Accordingly, we expect all per-
sonnel to follow our values by imple-
menting the repeal fully, fairly, and in
accordance with policy guidance. It is
the duty of all personnel to treat each
other with dignity and respect, while
maintaining good order and discipline
throughout our ranks. Doing so will
help the U.S. Army remain the
strength of the Nation.”

It is signed by Raymond F. Chandler,
III, the Sergeant Major of the Army;
Raymond T. Odierno, General, United
States Army Chief of Staff; and John
M. McHugh, Secretary of the Army
and, parenthetically, our former col-
league on the Republican side.
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Mr. Speaker, we have a history in
this country of prejudice being en-
acted; and through the efforts of many
people, the policy embodying that prej-
udice can be overcome. And as we de-
bate any single effort to overcome prej-
udice, we are told that the effect of di-
minishing that prejudice, the effect of
repealing that rule will be chaos, will
be disorder, will be social unrest; and it
is never true.

Seven years ago, the State I am priv-
ileged to represent in this House estab-
lished same-sex marriage; and there
were predictions of doom, predictions
that this would be a terribly upsetting
factor. None of those predictions have
come true. Not a one. As we debated
last year the repeal of the unfortunate
statute which said that brave and pa-
triotic gay and lesbian and bisexual
and transgender members of the armed
services would have to lie about who
they were, would have to hide who they
were or else lose the right to serve
their country, a right which some
evade but for which they were prepared
to fight, we once again heard pre-
dictions that this would be disruptive,
that it would cause diminution of the
ability of our brave men and women to
serve their purposes.

Let me predict today, Mr. Speaker,
that every one of those prejudices 3 and
4 years from now will be proven as
wrong as the predictions that same-sex
marriage would be disorganizing. We
will now see gay men and lesbians serv-
ing this country openly and proudly as
they have been serving this country
proudly, but unfortunately not openly,
for some time. I hope people are mak-
ing note of the predictions that were
made on the floor of this House, in the
Senate, and in the country about the
negative consequences of ‘‘don’t ask
don’t tell,” because they will soon be
shown to have been wholly false.

Finally, I want to commend Sergeant
Major Chandler, General Odierno, and
Secretary McHugh. This is a very pro-
found and important document. They
are acting in the highest traditions of
their constitutional duty, of patriot-
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ism, and of respect for our constitu-
tional principles. I welcome this state-
ment, and I believe it is going to be
proven to be a harbinger of a situation
in which the full integration of gay and
lesbian and bisexual and transgender
members of the military goes forward
with no negative consequences, with
all of the positive consequences that
come from respecting people and abol-
ishing prejudice.

REMEMBERING SENATOR CHARLES
PERCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this morning to pay tribute to a
great American who lived in the State
of Illinois, who represented it and the
country well, Senator Charles Percy.

I recall that when Senator Percy was
elected, I was a young schoolteacher,
community activist. I also was an indi-
vidual who interacted with lots of peo-
ple who were very cynical about gov-
ernment, politics, whether or not there
was any potential for change. So we
had an opportunity to see in action one
of the most forceful individuals in pub-
lic life, one that you didn’t describe
necessarily as a Democrat or a Repub-
lican. You didn’t characterize him as a
conservative or a liberal. You really
thought of Senator Percy as simply a
good, solid United States Senator who
represented well not only his constitu-
ents, but who provided leadership for
the Nation and for the country.

I think I learned at that time the
meaning of town hall meetings because
Senator Percy would hold those; and
although he was a Republican by polit-
ical stripe—and many of the people
where I lived and interacted with were
Democrats in terms of political
stripe—we just would turn out at Sen-
ator Percy’s town halls to know what
was taking place, what was going on,
what was happening. I personally owe a
tremendous debt of gratitude to him
for helping to shape my own political
philosophy, some of my political ide-
ology, some of the things that I dream
about and hope for and work towards.

And so I extend condolences to his
family, wish them well, and know that
America is a better place because
Chuck Percy served in the United
States Senate and served all of Amer-
ica.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 25
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.
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